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Does a Disc-Brake Caliper’s
Mounting Position on the Rotor
Affect Braking Performance?

Irecently replaced the rotors and padsonmy e 5 Chevrolet
Pontiac GA GT. it started me thinking about J - ¥ al fmmmur
dite brake caliper placemant. Most cars £ % P i is running a Wilwood
nowadays have wheels that are “transpar- ! E""""'“""I e front |
nﬂﬂlnhmmm'ﬂrmm kit. The old Chevy isa
differant placemeant locations. | suspact the “rgar-steer” car: that
different placements are due to suspension Is, the steering box
variations and maybe ayen packaging con- Is "‘ﬁ:ﬁm"‘
siderations. Can you shed any light an this? g S8
! are fromt-mounted for
It makes virtually no difference in braking o mone steering-inkage
darmping performarice If the disc brake calipers are
mawsnted on the rotors frant (leading) side or at
Its e [iraling) scbe. Az you surmise, the kocation
is selecLed primadly for suspension or body claad-
anoe, as well asaesthetics, 'veeven seen someold
(30 rear disc instaliations with the caliper maunt-
ing lacation staggered in relation to the axe and
rotor { one side leading, the other trading ): this was
done to Cear the chassk’ stagseed shock mounis.
On some Chinyslers, in different moded yaars and
applications, the same set of front calipers may
have swanped sides {driver to passenger sade and
vice versa). dependéng on the suspension and body
ciedrande. and whether they nesded tobe lsad
Ing o tradiing fo achieve the necessary dearnce [On some Mopars, the
That really plays hob when you're tnying 1o pet the mnllnmrl'n “. np.ﬁnl
corract replacernent unit out of a wrecking yard or sides" based on
eyen an auto-parts store mﬂnﬂ m
i iy hi Hghtwei thon used A
t:::.mallu higt-end. lehtweight |;5r, There may ortrailing ng
ight advantage to mounting the front cali- w“mh
peers in the tmailing position and the rear calipers in O this Front-meunt
the leading position. This moves the calipers doser [leading ) lmul.ltl
tr the center of the car for thecratically Improved driver-side caliper
weight distribution "“M"w
Certainky the most important consigesation bleed scraw {circle)
conteming the caliper-1o-rotor nterfate i that the hm:::;
rmest be absolutely centerad and squane on
i e,
: up. This unit belongs
on the passenger
side. Mo wonder the
brakes wouldn't




