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Standards

PGRADING the front suspension on a Tri-Five
Chevy sedan used to mean replacing the entire
chassis in order to get the modern ride and
handling we all crave. This probably sounds like a
nightmare; who has the time to tear down their hot
rod to change out the entire frame? Enter the folks at Classic
Performance Products (CPP). CPP has developed a kit that
allows customizers to simply unbolt the factory components
and bolt on modern, car-specific suspension components.
Most Tri-Five owners are convinced their car has decent disc
brakes. Whoever attempted to upgrade the factory suspensian
and brakes and add an oversized anti-sway bar certainly
geserves a pat on the back, Thirty vears ago that conversion was
top-of-the-line technology, but three decades is a long time and
those parts are more worn out and should be replaced.

Since most classic car restorers these days convert to an LS
engine that generates at least 500 hp, who wants to rely on their
-year-old disc brake conversion to get around the next corner
safely? And what about that boat-like ride? Modern Tri-Five
owners want handling and ride quality that mimics their daily

driver or better,

B ingg a Tri-Five
Chewy's Suspension
up toModem

Is it possible to have both?
The folks at CPP say yes, The
company's new Tri-Five front
suspension kit features upper
and lower A-arms that
maodify the geometry of the
factory suspension to
increase the handling of the
high-centered sedans, CPF
also partnered with world-
renowned coil-over shock

Classic Performance Products (CPP)

manufacturer QA1 to offer its

unigue pocket coil-over shock
inthe new Kits. The coil-over

allows the user to adjust ride
height and ride quality,

To round out the
experience, CPP's oversized
multi-piston brake kit and it=
close ratio 500 series steering
box will make your shoebox
Chevy feel like a luxury
perfarmance car. If downtime
isa big concern, don't fret
because this conversion can
be done in the better part of 2
day, leaving plenty of time to
hit the local cruise night to
show off your ride's new
suspension rehab.




1. Inchuded with the kit are the following parts: upper and bawes A-arms. spindies, rotoes and calipers, codtover shocks.anth: 002, Because this 56 Chevy Bl A hardtop wil recelve an L5 swap, we removed the emgine and front sheet metal. tyou planta do
sy bar and (PP 500 series steering bo. the work yourself, it 't necessarny to remove all of these pants. Yo shoukd be abie tn convert everything to the new kit In one day.

03-0 4., Theinstallation begins by supporting the frame on jack stands and remaving the froet wheels. Next, place a jack undemeath the lowes A-am at the ball 5. Once youremove the upper andlower A-arms, springs, thacks and ant-rwey

joind: this will sately support the swspension while you remove the fasteness that hold the suspension companents in place, Remember that the coll springs are undar ten- hiar, you're halfway fintshed installing the kit. Be sure ta hold o to your parts e
shon, 50 pay attention while removing the old components, and use the jack to slowfy lower these companents to avesd injury. g:{wm[p‘; snﬂmam because you'll need to reuse the facioey steening & oo
new

D6, Weremoved the thmessh bolts that hold the steering bax in place on the 7. You'll need todrop the factory steering cobumn and snake the tolumn rod B. This ks what the front end should Lok Ik ance all of the companety
frame. This can be a bit tricky to do with the engine in the way. The best tip wecan and factesy bou ot of the engime bay, This can also be tridky when the engine s in are removed,
offer s to remove the driver's side exhaust manifold o header for actess. phace, bist it can Be done by remaoving the pitman arm bedone remioving the box

and colume.

09-11. Reconstruction begins at the bottom, because the bawer A-amms ga In first. {PFﬂe:.wwdthe[ms&-mftsmUﬁmaxnb:tlbaummrumwummms The eompany supplies new zinc-plated fastanen to i sveryting dowe mugy



Up to Snuff

CoiL—oveerhocks

12-13. These particular (A1 coil-ower shecks arm not traditional. They were specifically designed for this apefication to aliow the er to adjust the ride height of the
vehicle by tuening the kawes spring coflas on the shodk body. You can adjust the shodk dampening by tueming the knab located at the baseof the shork. installation starts
with runfiing the coil collar through the treaded shock body.

V. Stiponthe Teflon wasker thatsesists metabto- 15, Finally, the col springdrapes cver the shock, 116, Before we can install the shocks, we needl ta
metad weat and quells annoying squeaking thatan  and the small end aligns with the shock collar. slide on the lower retaining washer and the shodk
develon over time. bushing over the stem.

&

17-18.. Drill 0wt the moeting holes on the lowes A-arm that hokds the sheck trunnion, 2ka the lower thock 19, Onee we drilled the hole to acrept the Larger
mount, Wiy do we need to make a modification bo the lower arm? This kit does double duty and canbeused with fasteners, we mounted the traseion to the lower A-
urmsmmmMmm;smmemmmmmmm arrm, &ned the unper shock bushisgs and bolf to the
we require larger Eatteners. k

over-Siyle shock stem.

210, install the pper A-ams and the 2. Hext, i he bower ball joint st inta the 22 Repext the same exercise with the top ball

spingie/Tvaike assembly. $4ep one, slide the (noss- spindle and attach the castle nut. okt and spirie, and install the casthe nut. Be sune to
shiatts of the upper 2:ms over the fattony studs Insiall cogter pins inboth casthe nuts to ensuee they

Incated on the frame. don't back out when you're driving.



23, Theafficial term for the next componenitis an antf-
sway bar; however, mast just shorten the name to sway bas.

Its plarpase b bo control body roll and bigh-speed sway while
driving. Thire's a firse ling on ho big the bar can be without
cieating anuncomdortabily stiff ride, CPP has developed just
the right-size bar that atiows the best of both worlds.

27, Using one of the Eactory anti-oway bar mount holes for
refenence, measure and dril out 2 new hole toacept the large
pattem where the frame-bushing band ran be mounted

-

28-30. Next, slide the frame mount U-bolts through the top of the frame that holds the frame mount in ! SWay-bar i e b
the lower &-arms to contral the lateral forces mmm;ﬁw. PRCEMELE oW 2 P S B



Up to Snuff

Steeging Box
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3. Upgrading the factony-styte steeringbox ta (PR 500 3.2=3 4., It simply goes right back intn the factory location sing the sungiied fastansrs that meunt through the fiame. However, you'll need to change out the factory steering colusme to2n|
veries how i5 & must fod the driver who yeams for setitement. Joint-style column that's also avallsble feom (PR

The clore ratio b prodeces excefient oad feel, giving the

iriver meve confidence.

. by t‘ - . :- : -~ . | - o _-I'_:'_ I.'-. o ‘

3 : | .
35~316. Tofinttho# the inok of the 500 aties box, remove the fastener that holrs down the adjster plate, and replace them wizh (PR’ plate covir and staiefess fas- 37 Reinstall the pitman am
femsars, This gives the box a notireably finished ook

3. The instatlation was a rear bolt-om a¥air, Now the spension provides bet
tex hanedling. nioer ride quality, and it's sader. Best of all, we like the fact thatwe s
adjust the side height and quality however we thoase,

38-4 0. Rememiber back when we said ta keep the tactory parts? Well, we
Fuape yow cid, becaenz the OEM arms will marry the spindies to the te rods.
Thesy bokt back in place usieg the ew fatteniss thal come with the spindle kit
Antach ihe tie sods back tothe Steering dems and gel ready to align the steeving back
10 5pE.



